SOAPSTone

By using the acronym SOAPSTone, it facilitates the kind of critical thinking that leads to the writing of essays/speeches whose purpose is to argue or evaluate/analyze.

Speaker—the voice who tells the story=--NOT THE AUTHOR WHEN THE PIECE IS FICTION

Speaker: Is someone identified as the speaker? What assumptions can you make about the speaker? (e.g., age, gender, class, emotional state, etc.) 

Occasion—the time and place of the piece; the context that encouraged the writing to happen
· Larger Occasion:  an environment of ideas and emotions that swirl around a broad issue

· Immediate Occasion:  an event or situation that catches the writer’s attention and triggers a response

Is it a memory, a description, an observation, a valedictory, an argument, a diatribe, an elegy, a declaration, a critique, etc.?

Audience—the group of readers to whom this piece is directed

What assumptions can you make about the intended audience?  Is it an actual person?

Purpose—the reason behind the text, “What does the speaker want the audience to think or do as a result of reading this text?”

How does the speaker try to spark a reaction in the audience? How is the poem supposed to make the audience feel? What is its intended effect?

Subject—general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text

Tone—attitude of speaker [This is found in the author’s use of diction (choice of words), syntax (sentence construction), and imagery (vivid description that appeal to the senses)].

