**Dante Alighieri—Italian Poet (1265-1321)

Life

· Born in Florence

· When nine, saw his life-time love, Beatrice 8, who married another man 

· Wasn’t allowed to marry her because she was of higher social standing

· Died when Dante was 25 so pretty much an imagined love-affair

· Focused on politics that were extremely volatile (Pope and Holy Roman Emperor were fighting over power)

· Backed the Holy Roman Emperor and when the Pro-Pope party seized power in Florence, Dante was exiled and sentenced to burn if he returned 

· Later, when the Pro-Pope party was no longer in power, the exile was lifted, but he never returned

Divine Comedy—narrative poem describing Dante’s imaginary journey 

· Dante is main character—puts himself in story—never done before in literature

· Midway through his life’s journey, Dante realizes he has taken wrong path

· Roman Poet Virgil searches for lost Dante at the request of Beatrice (Dante’s ultimate unrequited love) who’s died and in heaven

· Virgil leads Dante on journey starting on Good Friday, ends on Easter Sunday

· He must pass through Hell (Inferno), Purgatory (Purgatorio), Heaven (Paradiso)

· His guide, Virgil, takes him through Hell and Purgatory but can’t be his guide in Heaven (he’s not a Christian so can’t go there)  Beatrice guides him through heaven

· Classic hero’s journey to redemption

· Wrote poem in Italian rather than Latin—which helped define what the Italian language is today because before Divine Comedy, Italian dialects were only spoken, not written, so his version became “the” Italian language

Definition of Comedy in Middle Ages—a tale with a happy ending (not a funny story as in modern times)

Divine Comedy is 3 Parts—Inferno, Purgatory, Paradise

· Each part contains a prologue and 33 cantos (chapters)

Inferno—9 circles of types of sins 

· Sinners are punished/tortured for that sin they committed on earth

· Dante sees torture as Divine justice

· Dante starts on ground level, and works his way down

· Denounced Dante’s enemies and gain some revenge

Middle Ages is called the Age of Faith (Catholicism) 

· Church in Rome was more powerful than any government

· Religion center of life and education

· Men became priests

· Women became nuns


Monks

· Religious men who lived in groups outside of society

· Lived in monasteries

· Vow of poverty and servitude to help the poor

· Vow of chastity

Pope

· Head of the church

· Direct communicator with God

· In Middle Ages, was seen as more powerful than kings which caused deadly power struggles

Religious beliefs

· God in 3 forms—the father, son, holy ghost

· Communion—remembering Christ through eating bread and drinking wine (Last Supper)

· Charity—help others

· Jesus betrayed by Judas

· Crucified on Good Friday and in three days rose back to life (Easter Sunday)

1054 AD

· Split into two churches


Eastern Orthodox—Greece—

· Byzantine Emperor ruled church and state


Roman Catholic Church—Europe—

· king ruled state and Pope ruled church

