Thesis Statements
Thesis statements go at the end of your introduction paragraph. They are usually one sentence in length.

Thesis statements act as the skeleton of your writing. Think of a thesis statement as the bone structure to hold up your writing, to provide structure and the ability to stand up. It is a road map to show the reader where you are going and how you are going to get there.

A thesis statement declares what you believe (your claim, your point) and what you intend to prove. A thesis statement is not a fact – it is your opinion, and you will prove it with evidence from the play. 
General thesis statement rules:

· No first person (I, me, my, we, etc…)

· At the end of the thesis it lists your evidence briefly, to let the reader know what to expect in the rest of your essay

To write your thesis statement, ask yourself two questions:

1. What is the main focus of your essay – what are you trying to say?

2. What two to three main points are you using to support your point?

Sample thesis statements:

Bad:

The Crucible is about fear.
Good:

The Crucible, by Arthur Miller, illustrates the idea that fear tactics used during a “witch hunt” convince otherwise rational people to believe very irrational ideas. This can be seen through these points (#1) (#2) in the play.
(#1 will be the topic of the first body paragraph, #2 will be the topic of the second body 
paragraph etc.)
Another Example: In this example I have underlined my claim (the point in my PEA) and bolded my three main topics for my body paragraphs.
Bad: Abigail is a bad person.

Good: Abigail Williams serves as the main antagonist in Arthur Miller’s The Crucible, which can be seen through her selfishness, her manipulation, and her disregard for human life.

Now, I can use those three ideas from my thesis to guide the rest of my essay:

Paragraph 1 – I would write about her being selfish and provide quotes from the play that show she is selfish.
Paragraph 2 – I would write about her being manipulative and provide quotes from the play that show she is manipulative.
Paragraph 3 - write about her not caring if people die because of her actions and provide quotes from the play that show she has no regard for human life.
