Oedipus Notes

A detective story—finding a killer

Oedipus Rex—rex means King

Chorus Conventions

· Was the voice of reason and a mediator

· Relieve tension between characters

· Give advice

· Give background info

· Comments on the action
· Expressed fears and hopes of ordinary people—the audience
· Strophe—half of the chorus, would face altar to say lines, and then turn away when not talking
· Antistrophe—other half of the chorus, also faced altar to say lines
· Leader—would speak to the characters

Sophocles

· Playwright

· Oedipus is a trilogy

Characters

· Oedipus—King of Thebes

· Chorus—citizens

· Priest—of Zeus

· Creon—brother of Jocasta
· Tiresias—a blind prophet
· Jocasta—the queen, wife of Oedipus
· Messenger—from Corinth
· Shepherd

· Polybus—Adoptive Dad, King of Corinth

· Merope---Adoptive Mom, Queen of Corinth

Purpose of play

Why write a play about Oedipus if they already knew what happened to him?

Questions that Sophocles is trying to discuss in play

· How should humans live their lives if they are fated and don’t have control of what happens? Should a man fated for bad things live his life doing bad things?
· What is the point of life here on earth?  Why does human life matter?
· Is Oedipus a moral person?  Or because he’s committed immoral acts, he automatically is an immoral man.
REMEMBER, GREEK AUDIENCE ALREADY KNEW PLOTS SO THEY FOCUSED ON THESE QUESTIONS, INSTEAD

Themes

· Choice (free will)/fate (destiny)
· Sight/blindness

· Fertility/barren
· Knowledge/ignorance
Literary Significance

· Irony –3 types

· Tone—What is Sophocles attitude toward his characters (look at word choice and actions of characters)

· Tragedy—Hero has a downfall partly his fault

1. tragic flaw

2. hubris

3. hamartia—mistake made in ignorance—accident  
· Characterization

1. What character says, does, thinks
2. What others say, react, or think about him/her
3. What author reveals in narration.
· Rhetoric Ethos, Pathos, Logos
