Words Derived from Greek

1) phobia—“fear,” “dislike,” “aversion”

· acrophobia(n): fear of being at great heights

· xenophobia(n):aversion to foreigners

2) phil (philo) – “loving,” “fond of”

· philanthropy (n):
love of humanity, especially as shown in

 donations to charitable and socially useful

 causes

· phile (at end of word): “one who loves or supports”

· bibliophile (n): lover of books

3) mis – “hate” (opposite of phil)

· misanthrope (n):
hater of humanity

· misogyny (n):
hater of women (antonym-philogyny)

4) dys – “bad,” “ill,” “difficult”

· dysphasia (n):  
speech difficulty resulting from brain injury

· dysphoria (n):
sense of great unhappiness or dissatisfaction

(antonym-euphoria)

5) eu – “good,” “well,” “advantageous”

· eulogize (v):
write or speak in praise of someone (give an eulogy)

· euphemism (n):
substitution of a “good” expression for an unpleasant one (i.e. “passed away” instead of “died”)

6) macro – “large,” “long”

· macrocosm (n):
great world; universe

· macroscopic (adj): large enough to be visible to the naked eye

(antonym—microscopic)

7) micro – “small,” “minute”

· microorganism (n):  microscopic living plant or animal

· microscopic (adj):so small it cannot be seen with the naked eye

8) a (an) – “not,” “without”

· amoral (adj.):  without a sense of moral responsibility 

· anomaly (n):  deviation from the common rule, from the norm

9) mono (mon) – “one,” “single,” “alone”

· monologue (n):
long speech by one person in a group

· monotonous (adj):  continuing in an unchanging tone; tiring

10) poly – “many”

· polyglot (adj): speaking several languages

· polytheism (n):belief in more than one god (antonym—monotheism)
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11) logy – “science,” “study,” “account”

· anthropology (n):
science dealing with the origins, races, customs, and beliefs of mankind

12) bio – “life”

· biology (n):

study of living organisms

· biometry (n):
statistical calculation of the probable duration
 


of human life

13) tomy (tom) – “cutting.” “operation or incision”

· dichotomy (n):
cutting or division into two

· lobotomy (n):
brain surgery for treatment of certain mental    disorders, part of the brain is cut away

· tome (n):
one volume, or “cut,” of a work of several volumes; 




scholarly book

14) pod – “foot”

· dipody (n):
line of poetry consisting of two feet

· podiatrist (n):one who treats ailments of the human foot

15) homo – “one and the same,” “like”

16) hetero – “different”

· homogeneous (adj.): of the same kind; similar

· heterogeneous (adj):differing in kind: dissimilar; varied
· homonym (n): word that sounds like another but differs in 
meaning and  spelling

heteronym (n): word that is spelled like another but differs in
 


sound and meaning (bass, read)

17) hyper --  “over,” “above,” “beyond the ordinary”
18) hypo – “under,” “beneath,” “less than ordinary”

· hypertension (n): abnormally high blood pressure

· hypotension (n): abnormally low blood pressure

· hyperbole (n):
extravagant exaggeration of statement

19) endo – “within”

20) exo – “out of,” “outside”

· exoteric (adj.)
:readily understandable

· endogenous (adj.):produced from within; due to internal causes
· exogenous (adj.):
produced from without; due to external causes 

21) archy – “rule”

· anarchy (n): total absence of rule or government

· matriarchy (n): form of social organization where mother rules

(ant. Patriarchy)

22) geo – “earth,” “ground”

· geopolitics (n):study of government and its policies as affected by physical geography

· geology (n)
:study of the earth

     23)  
path (paths, pathy) --“feeling,” “suffering,” “disease”

· apathy (n):--lack of feeling, emotion; indifference

· empathy (n):--the complete understanding of another’s feelings,

motivations, etc.

· pathogenic (n):--
causing disease

24) morph – “form”

· amorphous (adj.)--without definite form; shapeless

· metamorphosis (adj.) change of form

25) peri – “around,” “about,” “near,” “enclosing”

· perimeter (n):--the whole outer boundary or measurement of a 

surface or figure

· peripheral (adj.)--outside or away from the central area

--only slightly connected with what is essential; merely incidental

