Tragedy

· A type of drama or literature that shows the downfall/destruction of a noble/outstanding person, traditionally one with a weakness (tragic flaw).  The hero is caught up in a sequence of events that results in disaster.

· the audience is presented with deeply troubling emotional issues as they publicly examine the worst and most hidden fears of an individual

· by watching someone of high birth fall, it arouses pity and fear in audience

· it then causes a catharsis (a purging) of these two emotions through someone else’s experience

· the goal of playwright is for audience to identify with the character, and then feel good at end that the character isn’t real and this hasn’t happened, and our own troubles are minor compared to what was just seen.

· Hubris—Greek for extreme pride

· Hamartia—Greek for fatal flaw 

Irony

· Contrast between what is expected and what actually happens or exists and often surprises the reader

· 3 Types

· Situational irony – occurs when a character or reader expects one thing to happen but something else actually does.
· Example—Ms. Ritchey (our principle) walks into our classroom wearing a pink tutu.
· Verbal irony – occurs when a writer or character says one thing but means another.
· Example—Donald Trump is a wallflower, always blending into the background.
· Dramatic irony—refers to the contrasts between what a character knows and what the reader or audience knows.  
· Oedipus doesn’t know he’s killed his Dad and married his mom.
